RESOLUTION OPPOSING LARGE-SCALE SOLAR PROJECTS THAT OVERRIDE
LOCAL LAND USE AUTHORITY AND IMPACT AGRICULTURAL LAND IN
GENESEE COUNTY

WHEREAS, current and planned large-scale solar energy projects are significantly altering land
use patterns and the rural character of Genesee and surrounding Counties; and

WHEREAS, Genesee County, as New York State’s fourth largest agricultural producer, has
already experienced the conversion of a substantial portion of its farmland to industrial-scale
solar energy infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, this accelerating trend results in the permanent loss of prime agricultural land,
placing long-term food production capacity, rural economic stability, and environmental
stewardship at increasing risk; and

WHEREAS, developers of large-scale solar projects frequently seek waivers from the State of
New York in order to bypass County, City, Town, and Village comprehensive plans, zoning
laws, and other locally enacted land use regulations, including those adopted in accordance with
New York State Town Law and other applicable statutes, meaning such projects often cannot
proceed without overriding or circumventing local legal authority; and

WHEREAS, these projects are consistently sited on highly productive farmland that has
historically supported the local economy, food security, and the rural heritage of the region; and

WHEREAS, the conversion of such land to industrial energy production represents an
irreversible loss of valuable agricultural resources; and

WHEREAS, the use of state level siting mechanisms to override or circumvent local laws and
planning documents, including comprehensive and agricultural protection plans, effectively
strips municipalities and residents of their right to self-determination in land use matters; and

WHEREAS, such actions undermine the authority of local governments and erode the principle
of "home rule," threatening democratic participation and the ability of communities to plan for
their own futures; and

WHEREAS, Article XIV, Section 4 of the New York State Constitution declares that it is a
State policy to conserve, protect, and encourage agricultural lands, mandating the legislature
create adequate protections for agricultural lands, and

WHEREAS, [Municipalities] have an interest in application of Article 25-AA of the New York
State Agriculture and Markets Law, which states:

Declaration of legislative findings and intent . . . the declared policy of the state

[is] to conserve, protect and encourage the development and improvement of its

agricultural land for production of food and other agricultural products. It is also
the declared policy of the state to conserve and protect agricultural lands as




valued natural and ecological resources which provide needed open spaces for
clean air sheds, as well as for aesthetic purposes.

The constitution of the state of New York directs the legislature to provide for the
protection of agricultural lands. It is the purpose of this article to provide a locally
initiated mechanism for the protection and enhancement of New York State’s
agricultural land as a viable segment of the local and state economies and as an
economic and environmental resource of major importance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Byron formally opposes any and
all large-scale solar projects that override or disregard local land use policies, zoning regulations,
and comprehensive plans; '

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this opposition is based on the projects’ clear and
irreversible harm to agricultural lands, their circumvention of local laws, and the broader threat
they pose to the integrity and autonomy of municipal planning authority in Genesee County;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that the Town of Byron supports legislative efforts to restrict
the development of large scale solar projects on prime soils and soils of Statewide significance,
and demands that the Farmland Protection Working Group created by the Renewable citing law
'be immediately convened to address the issue of the loss of a critical mass of farmland in
Genesee County,

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Town of Byron joins with Genesee County in
demanding that all current and future solar energy projects comply fully with all applicable local
laws, zoning ordinances, and adopted land use plans; and further urges the State of New York to
uphold the principles of home rule as guaranteed by Article IX of the New York State
Constitution, affirming the right of local governments to control land use and development
within their jurisdictions.

Adopted this ___ day of , 2025 by [Municipality].




